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A few words about the origin of this little book may be of interest to 
collectors generally. The Springfield Stamp Club has always had a few 
contests or quizzes for its members on its yearly programs. For the meet¬ 
ing of October 8, 1943, the contest subject was “Philatelic Massachusetts”— 
competitive exhibits of U. S. adhesives that dealt in any manner with the 
history of the State or of persons connected with that history. 

Plenty of time was allowed for the development of the idea and on 
the evening of the contest it was discovered that four of the Club members 
—Lee V. D. Schermerhorn, Robert C. Munroe, Julius F. Schmidt, and 
William G. Fenton—were presenting ambitious contributions to the subject 
in the form of complete and annotated albums. Other members, either 
from lack of time or means, made more modest presentations of single album 
sheets only. 

As a contest the exhibits developed a keen rivalry among the four 
members, but it was soon realized by prominent collectors outside of 
Springfield as well as by members of the Club as a whole that here was 
something of great enough philatelic interest to be preserved and made 
available to other collectors. The Club's Fiftieth Anniversary—February 8, 
1945—was approaching and consequently on December 3, .1943, at its 989th 
regular meeting, it was voted to take the material of the four exhibits, 
amalgamate, classify, and add to it, and then publish it as a souvenir of its 
Anniversary celebration. A committee of five was appointed to carry out 
the motion and herewith is the result for general distribution. 

A few words of explanation are perhaps necessary. No attempt has 
been made to consider precancels, postmarks, cancellations, or slogans 
definitely connected with Massachusetts except for the four philatelic can¬ 
cellations noted on page 65. 

The stamps illustrated and described in this Handbook appear generally 
in the order of arrangement of Scott's “Catalogue of United States Stamps, 
Specialized", and all numbers used are in accordance with that Catalogue 
by permission of Scott Publications, Inc. 

Many stamps suggest intimate facts of Massachusetts history that 
cannot be said to be pictured as actual incidents or persons connected with 
the story. The philatelist in search of real data has to be careful not to let 
his imagination run away with him; and yet more than half the fascination 
of doing a minor piece of research work such as this is to look for the 
historical fact, suggested by a part of a stamp design, and then tie the two 
together. Thus one may add a few items to one's general stock of 
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information. Because of this rather wide latitude of selection that we have 
allowed ourselves in the preparation of this book, there are a few stamps 
whose inclusion might be questioned by some; all such descriptions are 
headed by the words: (Remote Connection). 

It is suggested that if the topic presented in this little handbook appeals 
to other clubs in the United States, similar philatelic studies of other States 
might well be made, to the advantage both of the organization that publishes 
it and to stamp collectors in general. 

By the Committee for the Club 
R. C. Munroe, Chairman 
L. V. D. Schermerhorn 
W. G. Fenton 
E. E. Thompson 
L. N. Webster 
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MASSACHUSETTS 


Every American schoolboy knows that the State of Massachusetts has 
played a prominent part in his country's history. From the early settlement 
of the Pilgrims down through colonial times and the Revolution to the 
period of the development of the States in the I9th century and to the 
present era, history of national significance has been made within its borders 
and by its sons and citizens throughout the country. 

More than a page and a half would be necessary to tell that story in 
any satisfactory degree but in this type of Handbook only the barest outline 
can be given. 

The oldest and most populous of the six New England States was also 
the site of our country's second settlement by the English, that of the colony 
of Plymouth, commemorated at its tercentenary in 1920 bv a set of three 
stamps. Farther up the coast on Massachusetts Bay other settlements at 
Boston and Salem were made in 1630 within the boundaries of the State 
and again the event has been philatelic-ally recognized by tbe issue (1930) 
of a commemorative of interesting design. 

In the 17th century the towns of Massachusetts increased in number, 
spreading north and south, and westward into the Berkshires. In the first 
half of the 18th century Massachusetts was the center of New England 
colonial life and played an important part in the continental wars waged 
in this area. But more significantly, as disturbed relations with the mother 
country grew more tense, Massachusetts became a focus of the spirit of 
independence. Here the struggle began, with the Boston Massacre, the 
Boston Tea Party, the fiery speeches of the patriots in Faneuil Hall that gave 
distinction to that famous structure as the “Cradle of Liberty", and finally 
the battles at Lexington and Concord and Bunker Hill. 

The first battle of the Revolution, as everyone knows, is commemorated 
in the fine stamps of the 1925 issue. These three stamps and the four 
mentioned above are the ones issued definitely to commemorate great events 
in U. S. history occurring within the borders of the State. But only a casual 
inquiry will discover in philately many more stamps illustrating events or 
persons concerned with the history of the State. Benjamin Franklin, 
although best known as a resident of Philadelphia, was born in Boston; 
three presidents (]. Adams, J. Q. Adams, and Calvin Coolidge) of the 
United States were Massachusetts citizens, as was also the great statesman, 
Daniel Webster. In the 19th century Massachusetts was definitely a leader 
in the fields of literature and education. Of the series of “Famous 
Americans", issued by the Post Office Department in 1940— thirty-five stamps 
in all—nineteen or more than one half are in one way or another closelv 
identified with Massachusetts. 


V 



The story of the years immediately following the Revolution shows the 
connections that Massachusetts had with certain lands of the West; several 
of the stamps of the Constitution series suggest her part in that critical 
period. Space does not allow enumeration of her colleges and schools or 
of other famous institutions and societies; nor can the roll of her leading 
cities and towns be called. 

As to her record in our national history no one has stated it more 
eloquently than Daniel Webster, in his famous “Reply to Hayne” delivered 
in the U. S. Senate, January 26, 1830:— 

“Mr. President, I shall enter on no encomium upon Massachusetts; she 
needs none. There she is. Behold her, and judge for yourselves. There 
is her history; the world knows it by heart. The past, at least, is secure. 
There is Boston, and Concord, and Lexington, and Bunker Hill; and there 
they will remain for ever. The bones of her sons, falling in the great 
struggle for Independence, now lie mingled with the soil of every State 
from New England to Georgia; and there they will lie for ever. And, Sir, 
where American Liberty raised its first voice, and where its youth was 
nurtured and sustained, there it still lives, in the strength of its manhood 
and full of its original spirit. If discord and disunion shall wound it, if 
party strife and blind ambition shall hawk at and tear it, if folly and madness, 
if uneasiness under salutary and necessary restraint, shall succeed in separat¬ 
ing it from that Union, by which alone its existence is made sure, it will 
stand, in the end, by the side of that cradle in which its infancy was rocked; 
it will stretch forth its arm with whatever of vigor it may still retain over 
the friends who gather round it; and it will fall at last, if fall it must, 
amidst the proudest monuments of its own glory, and on the very spot of 
its origin.” 


FACTS ABOUT — (the name) — MASSACHUSETTS 


The name was taken from that of the Massachuset tribe of Indians of 
Algonquian stock who lived near Great Blue Hill of Milton. According to 
Trumbull in tine “Handbook of American Indians”, Vol. I, p. 816, the name 
Massa-adchu-es-et means literally “at or about the Great Hill”, although 
there are other explanations. The tribe seems to have been very powerful 
before 1600 but was later much reduced by wars and pestilence. The tribe 
gave its name to the region about the mouth of the Charles River 1614 and 
it was used at Boston Harbor by the Pilgrims 1621. Gradually it became 
associated with the eastern coast region from Cape Ann to Cape Cod. 


FACTS ABOUT MASSACHUSETTS 


Area, 

7907 sq. m.; including inland water, 8257 sq. m. Ranks 
44th in U. S. 

Population, 

(1940) 4,249,614. Ranks 8th in U. S. 

Capital, 

Boston. 

Coast Line, 

250 m. 

Density, 

545.9 per sq. m. Ranks 3d in U. S. 

Nicknames, 

Bay State, Old Colony State. 

State Flower, 

Mayflower. 

Motto, 

Ense petit placidam sub libertate quietem. 

(“With the sword she seeks calm repose under liberty”) 
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BEGINNINGS OF THE POSTAL SYSTEM 
OF THE UNITED STATES 


In America, the Postal System dates from 1639, when the General 
Court of Massachusetts, by ordinance legalized a means of communication 
whereby it was directed that all mail brought from over the seas should 
be left at the home of Richard Fairbanks, in Boston, who in turn would 
see that it was transmitted to the proper part of the new colony to which 
it was addressed. He was allowed a penny for the transmission of each 
letter and was accountable to the authorities in charge of the colony for 
any neglect of duty. 

The first step to establish an intercolonial post was taken by Governor 
Lovelace of New York, who, in 1672, organized a monthly post between 
New York and Boston, and it was over this route that the old New England 
post-route riders maintained a regular schedule. This route is still known 
as the Boston Post Road. 

In 1737 Benjamin Franklin was appointed postmaster at Philadelphia; 
in 1753 he was appointed joint Postmaster General for the North British 
Colonies in America, a position which he held until 1774, when he was 
dismissed bv the Crown because of his sympathies with the cause of the 
American colonists. 

The population of the country was scattered, the roads were poor, and 
the distances were great, but despite these obstacles Franklin made the 
Postal Service an efficient and reliable system of communication among 
tlie colonists. 

After Lexington and Concord, Franklin was again appointed head of 
the American Postal System and lie became the first Postmaster General 
independent of the British Crown. 

During the period of the Revolution the postal department was a very 
insignificant part of the Government that had been established. The total 
number of post offices in operation in 1776 was only 28, fourteen of which 
were in Massachusetts. 
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“Special Permission National Geographic Society Copyright” 

Old South Meetinghouse is a Landmark of Pile-Revolutjonarv Days 
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POSTMASTER’S PROVISIONAL 
STAMP—MILLBURY, MASS. 

Issued 1846 


A provisional issue, by Asa H. Waters, Post¬ 
master of Millbury, Mass., a small town in Wor¬ 
cester County, about 5 m. SSE of Worcester. 
It is a 5-eent stamp, imperforate, printed on 
bluish paper from a wood cut, on a hand press. 
Its design was a double circle with a portrait of 
George Washington in the center, ‘‘Post Office” 
above, and “Paid 5 Cts.” below. It is a great rarity. 

In 1940 Millbury had a population of 6,983; it was settled in 1716 
and incorporated as a town in 1813. Its name was suggested by Gen. 
Caleb Burbank (1761-1849) as best expressing the character of the town, 
a place of many mills. 

Scott's No. 7X1 



FIRST UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ISSUE 

Issued July I, 1847 

5-cent stamp—Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), born 
in Boston, January 17, 1706. Learned the printer's 
trade (1718-1723) as apprentice to his brother, James. 

Settled in Philadelphia. He was a statesman, scientist, 
and philosopher; one of America’s greatest citizens. 

Scott’s No. 28. 

For other stamps with portraits of Franklin see 
also Nos. 30, 53, 63, 112, 134, 214, 219, 300, 331, 414, 

PB2, LOl. 



523, 552, 803, 01, 


<-Old South Meetinghouse 

Built in 1729, the brick church was used for patriotic gatherings as 
well as religious services. Its original hand-carved pews were designed to 
squeak, tradition says, so that no one could arrive in church unnoticed. 
Dwarfed by modern buildings, '‘Old South” has been restored and serves 
as a museum. Benjamin Franklin was born at noon on January 17, 1706, 
and his mother brought him to be baptized that same afternoon in a church 
on this site. 
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“Special Permission National Geographic Society Copyright ” 

In The Old Statehouse British Governors Held 
Councils in Colonial Times 
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ISSUE OF 1869 

Issued April 24, 1869 

24-cent stamp—The Declaration of Independence, 
after the painting by Trumbull in the Yale Art Gallery, 
New Haven, Conn. John Hancock (1737-1793) of 
Massachusetts was president of the Continental Con¬ 
gress at the time and was the first signer. Other 
signers from Massachusetts were Samuel Adams, John 
Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerrv. 

Scott’s No. 120 

Issued May 10, 1926 

Issued in connection with the Sesqui- 
ccntcnnial Exposition held at Philadelphia 
from June 1 to December 1, 1926, to com¬ 
memorate the 150th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence. Scott’s No. 627 




PURCHASE EXPOSITION ISSUE 

Issued April 30, 1904 

10-cent stamp—Issued to commemorate the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition held at St. Louis, 
Mo., April 30 to December 1, 1904. On the 10- 
cent value of this set is a map of the United 
States on which in darker shade the area of the 
Louisiana Purchase is shown. Also on this map 
an outline of Massachusetts appears. 

Scott’s No. 327 

First Town House 
On this site the first Town House was built in 1657. Here also stood 
the pillory, the stocks, and whipping post. Bostonians first heard the 
Declaration of Independence when it was read from the balcony under the 
clock. Royal symbols, the lion and unicorn, still ornament the facade. 
Exhibited inside are Franklin’s old printing press, models of historic New 
England ships, and other relics of earlier days. The circle of cobblestones 
in the pavement marks the site of the Boston Massacre. 
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JAMESTOWN EXPOSITION ISSUE 

Issued April 25, 1907 


1-cent stamp—The 1-cent stamp of this com¬ 
memorative issue shows a portrait of Capt. John 
Smith (1580-1631), the noted explorer and adven¬ 
turer, who traveled extensively and who in 1614 
surveyed the New England coast from Maine to 
Rhode Island, making a map of it in 1616. The 
name “New England” was first given to the region 
by Capt. Smith on this map. Scott’s No. 328 

PILGRIM TERCENTENARY ISSUE 

Issued December 18, 1920 

To commemorate the tercentenary of the Landing of the Pilgrims at 
Plymouth, Mass., Dec. 21, 1620. 

1-cent stamp—The Mayflower, the ship that 
brought the Pilgrims from England to Plymouth in 
New England. It was a vessel of 180 tons burden 
and was four months in crossing. There is no 
known picture of the Mayflower that has been 
proved genuine, but the likeness on the stamp 
is undoubtedly accurate in general. 




2-cent stamp—Landing of the Pilgrims. The 
Pilgrims went ashore on December 21, landing on 
Plymouth Rock, the boulder still to be seen at 
Plymouth. 

5-cent stamp—Signing of the Compact. The 
Mayflower Compact is one of the famous docu¬ 
ments of American history. It was signed in the 
cabin of the Mayflower on November 11, about 
a month before the landing and was a voluntary 
agreement of the male passengers on the laws 
under which the new colony was to be governed. 
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It embodied the main ideas of democratic government and lias been a 
model for later constitutions. 

The border at the right of these stamps contains a row of trailing 
arbutus, the American mayflower and Massachusetts State Flower, which 
tradition says was named by the Pilgrims after their ship. 

Scott’s Nos. 548, 549. and 550 


REGULAR ISSUE 

Issued March 20, 1923 



$2.00 stamp—The white marble quarries of Lee, 
Massachusetts, have been worked for many years, 
and furnished the marble for the United States Cap¬ 
itol at Washington, D. C. Scott’s No. 572 


HUGUENOT-WALLOON TERCENTENARY ISSUE 

Issued May 1, 1924 
( Remote Connection ) 

1-cent stamp—A ship similar to the one 
pictured on the one cent Huguenot-Walloon 
Terecentenary Issue, namely Blessing of the 
Bay, was the first seaworthy vessel built in 
the United States. She was built at Mystic, 

Mass., for John Winthrop, and was launched 
July 4, 1631. In Massachusetts the ship¬ 
building business began in the first years of the colony. In 1698 it was 
enacted that no vessel of more than thirty tons should be built save under 
the supervision of a competent shipwright. The first schooner (see New¬ 
foundland, Scott’s No. 30), an American invention, is said to have been built 
at Gloucester, about 1713. 



Scott’s No. 614 
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LEXINCTON-CONCORD ISSUE 

Issued April 4, 1925 

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Lexington- 

1-cent stamp—Washington at Cambridge 
Mass. On July 8, 1775, Gen. Washington, 
under an elm on Cambridge common, took 
command of the army investing Boston. This 
first phase of his command covered the period 
from July 1775 to the evacuation of Boston 
by the British in March 1776. 



2-cent stamp—Birth of Liberty. The stand 
of The Minute Men on Lexington green, 
April 19, 1775. The first battle of the 
American Revolution. From the painting 
by Henry Sandham in the town hall at 
Lexington. 




5-cent stamp—The Minute Man. From a 
photograph of the statue located at Concord. 
On the panels on either side are the opening 
words of Emerson’s “Concord Hymn”— 


“B// the rucle bridge that arched the flood , 

Their flag to April's breeze unfurled, 

Here once the embattled farmers stood , 

And fired the shot heard round the world ” 

The statue is the work of Daniel Chester French (see No. 887); in 
World War II the U. S. Government used a picture of it as the central 
part of the design of the Defense Postal Savings Issue (Nos. PS11 to PS15) 
of 1941 and of the War Savings Stamps (Nos. WS7 through WS13) of 
1942 and 1943 Scott’s Nos. 617, 618, 619 
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VERMONT SESQUICENTENNIAL ISSUE 

Issued August: 3, 1927 
( Remote Connection ) 

Issued to commemorate the 150th anniversary of 
the Battle of Bennington, Vt., and the independence 
of the State of Vermont. In 1724 Massachusetts 
established Fort Dummer on the site of Brattleboro, 
Vt. (See also Scott’s No. 903.) Scott’s No. 645 

BURCOYNE CAMPAIGN ISSUE 

Issued August 3, 1927 
(R emote Connection ) 

The battle of Saratoga ended by Bur- 
goyne signing the “Convention of Saratoga” 

October 16, 1777, fixing the terms of capitu¬ 
lation. It was decided that Burgoyne, his 
officers and troops should march out of 
camp with the honors of war, and should be 
accorded passports to England upon promis¬ 
ing to abstain from war against the States. 

In obedience to these terms the troops were marched to Boston, there to 
await transports from Howe. During the winter the troops remained quar¬ 
tered on Prospect Hill and Winter Hill, the officers being placed at Cam¬ 
bridge. Scott’s No. 644 




EDISON ISSUE 

Issued June 5, 1929 
(Remote Connection) 



Wire drawing, as an American industry, began 
in the Plymouth Colony, in 1666, ten years before 
King Philip’s War, when the legislature reported 
“being desirous to encourage all persons among 
us in manual! arts and trade of publicque utilitye, 
and being informed that there are in this towne 
a sett of tooles for wyer-drawing, and that there 
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be some in this place that are able and skillful in that imploy, the 
improvement whereof would be of great use in sundry respects, this court 
does therefore order the Treasurer of the county to disburse out of the 
public treasury such a sume of money as will be necessary for the purchase 
of said instruments and tooles, not exceeding £ 15; and the Treasurer and 
Major-General Leverett are appointed and empowered to dispose of the 
said instruments so as may best further the ends proposed.” 

Scott’s No. 654 


SULLIVAN EXPEDITION ISSUE 

Issued June 17, 1929 

Issued to commemorate the 150th anniversary of 
the Sullivan Expedition in New York State during the 
Revolutionary War. John Sullivan (1740-1795) was 
appointed Brigadier General in the Continental Army 
bv George Washington, June 1775. He was one 
of the leading officers in the siege of Boston. Later, 
in 1787, as President (Governor) of New Hampshire, he helped suppress 
Shays’ Rebellion in western Massachusetts. Scott’s No. 657 



REGULAR ISSUE, OVERPRINTED KANSAS 

Issued May 1, 1929 
(Remote Connection) 


1-cent through 10-cent stamps—The New England 
Emigrant Company was a corporation formed at Boston 
in 1855 to control emigration to the newly formed 
Territory of Kansas in the interest of the antislavery 
party. Slavery in Kansas had been made possible by 
the adoption of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and slavery 
advocates in Missouri were actively at work for its establishment. The 
Emigrant Company aided immeasurably in making Kansas a free State. 

Scott’s No. 668 
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OHIO CANALIZATION ISSUE 

Issued October 19, 1929 

( Remote Connection ) 

Issued to commemorate the completion of the 
Ohio River Canalization Project, between Cairo, 111., 
and Pittsburgh, Pa. 

With regard to canals, several U. S. Stamps 
picturing them have been printed, all definitely issued 
to call attention to some fact or event connected with 
canals in no way a part of Massachusetts history. Such are the Pan- 
American Exposition Issue, 1901, 8-cent stamp (No. 298), “Canal Locks 
at Sault Ste. Marie”; Panama-Pacific Exposition Issue, 1912-13, 2-cent 
stamp (No. 398), “Panama Canal”; Ohio Canalization Issue, 1929, 2-cent 
stamp (No. 681) “Lock on Ohio River”; Panama Canal Issue, 1939, 3-cent 
stamp (No. 856), “The C.aillard Cut” (see also pages 20 and 60), and many 
of the stamps issued by the Canal Zone. But it is an interesting fact that the 
oldest completed canals in the United States are the South Hadley and Mon¬ 
tague canals of Massachusetts, both undertaken by a company chartered in 
1792. They are two and three miles long respectively, passing through the 
rapids at South Hadley and the Montague Falls on the Connecticut River. 
The Middlesex Canal, connecting Boston harbor with the Merrimack was 
completed in ISOS. Scott’s No. 681 



MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY ISSUE 

Issued April 8, 1930 

Issued in commemoration of the 300th anniversary 
of the founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

The central design is the colonial seal with the figure 
of an Indian holding a bow in his left hand and an 
arrow in his right. From the Indian’s mouth issues a 
bannerlike label bearing the words: “Come over and 
help us.” In the oval surrounding the central design is 
an inscription in Latin indicating that the whole design is a picture of the 
official seal of the Society of Massachusetts Bay in New England. Boston 
and Salem were the two most important towns of the Colony. See also 
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the Massachusetts embossed revenue stamped paper illustrated on pages 44 
through 47. Scott’s No. 682 


Massachusetts Indians 

At the time of the English settlement of the State, Massachusetts 
Indians were composed of five Algonquian tribes, recently decimated by 
pestilence. The Nipmucs occupied central Massachusetts, the Pennacooks 
what is now southeastern New Hampshire, the Massachusets the lands 
around Massachusetts Bay, the Nausets Cape Cod, while the Pokanokets or 
Wampanoags lived in the southeastern portion of the State. All except the 
Nausets were friendly to the settlers, and this tribe entered into a peace 
with the Plymouth colonists. Missions were begun on Martha’s Vineyard 
in 1644, and in 1651 Indian converts under John Eliot were gathered at 
Natick. The converts were termed “Praying Indians.” At length discon- 
lent arose which in 1675 led to King Philip’s War. 


RED CROSS ISSUE 

Issued May 21, 1931 

This stamp has been designated “The 
Greatest Mother”, symbolical of the Amer¬ 
ican Red Cross. It is in commemoration 
of the 50th anniversary of that Society, 
founded in Dansville, N. Y., by Clara 

Barton, who was born in North Oxford, 

Massachusetts, in 1821 and who bore an 
important part in caring for the wounded 
on the battlefields of the Civil War, and again in the Franco-Prussian War. 
In 1881 she became the first president of the American Red Cross Society, 

and in 1884 represented the government at the Red Cross conference at 

Geneva. (See also American National Red Cross Christmas Seals. Scott’s 
Nos. WX1 through WX25.) Scott’s No. 702 



< 


PHILATELIC MASS ACPI USETTS 11 


DANIEL WEBSTER ISSUE 


Issued October 24, 1932 



Issued in commemoration of the 150th anniver¬ 
sary of the birth of Daniel Webster (1782-1852), 
born in Salisbury, N. H., admitted to the bar in 
Boston, .1805; Senator from Massachusetts, 1845- 
50. Several of his finest orations deal directly with 
Massachusetts history, especially the address on the 
“First Settlement of New England” at Plymouth, 


Dec. 22, 1820; the addresses at the laying of the 
corner stone of the Bunker Hill Monument, June 
17, 1825, and again at the completion of the Monu¬ 
ment, June 17, 1843; and the commemorative 

address, “The Landing at Plymouth”, delivered at 
New York, Dec. 22, 1843. See also the extract from 
his speech, “Reply to Hayne”, on p. VI. 



Scott’s Nos. 725 and 141 


STATE STAMPS 
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Northwest Territory 
Sesquicentennial 

Issued July 15, 1958 


These five stamps relate to territory that was once within the bound¬ 
aries claimed by Massachusetts. The strip of land (see map, page 12) 
extending westward within the parallels of latitude from sea to sea, assigned 
by charter to the Massachusetts Bay Colony, included the southern portions 
of the States of Michigan (Scott’s No. 775) and Wisconsin (Scott’s No. 
739). In 1785 Massachusetts relinquished her claims to these lands and 
ceded them to Congress; they were later included in the Northwest Terri¬ 
tory created by the adoption of the Ordinance of 1787 (Scott’s No. 795). 
The settlement of the region was begun in 1788 (Scott’s No. 837). Maine, 
represented by the Acadia National Park stamp (Scott’s No. 746), was in 
colonial times a part of Massachusetts (legally so recognized, 1677 and 
1691) and after the Revolution remained as the ‘'District of Maine” until 
it became a separate State in March 1820. 
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CONNECTICUT TERCENTENARY ISSUE 

Issued April 26, 1935 

Two colonies were established in Con¬ 
necticut, the Dutch in 1633 and the English 
in 1634-35. The latter was settled by certain 
people who were dissatisfied with the close 
connection of church and state in Massachu¬ 
setts Bay Colony and under Thomas Hooker 
left that province for the valley of the Con¬ 
necticut. There they settled Wethersfield, Hartford, and Windsor. 

Scott's No. 772 



RHODE ISLAND TERCENTENARY ISSUE 

Issued May 4, 1936 

Rhode Island was one of the thirteen original 
colonies. Its dual origin is indicated by its official 
title, “The State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations”. Roger Williams, the patron saint of 
the State, was banished in 1635 from Massachusetts 
Bay Colony because of his attacks on the theo¬ 
cratic government of that colony. He advocated 
complete separation of church and state and entire 
toleration for all creeds. He founded Providence in 
1636. Two years later the followers of Anne 
Hutchinson founded Portsmouth, and in 1639 Newport was settled. March 
14, 1644, a charter was granted by which these settlements were united in 
one colony with a popular government. The design on the stamp is from 
a photograph of the statue of Roger Williams in Providence. Scott’s No. 777 



SUSAN B. ANTHONY ISSUE 

Issued August 26, 1936 

Issued in honor of Susan B. Anthony, who was 
born at Adams, Mass., February 15, 1820. The stamp 
commemorated the sixteenth anniversary of the ratifica¬ 
tion of the Nineteenth Amendment granting suffrage 
to women. Scott’s No. 784 



« 
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Turkey 

Issued 1935 

5-kurus stamp—Issued to commemorate the 
12th Congress of the Women’s International Alli¬ 
ance. The picture of women casting ballots in 
Turkey illustrates the widespread granting of suf¬ 
frage to them. Scott’s No. B59 

TERRITORY CENTENNIAL ISSUE 

Issued July 14, 1936 

In 1836 Marcus Whitman and Henry 
A. Spalding and their wives were sent to 
Oregon by the American Board of Foreign 
Missions in Boston. They were the first 
settlers. A daughter, born to Mrs. Whit¬ 
man, was the first white child born in 
Oregon. This stamp commemorates the 
100th anniversary of the opening of Oregon Territory. In 1843, Whitman 
rode from Oregon to Boston, to make a plea for more settlers. He later 
started back for Oregon at the head of a very large wagon train. 

In 1810 a Massachusetts company had opened a trading post on the 
Columbia River. Scott’s No. 783 

ARMY ISSUE 

f 

Issued December 15, 1936 

1-cent stamp—Nathanael Greene (1742- 
1786) was assigned to the command of the 
city of Boston by Washington after it was 
evacuated by Howe in March 1776. 

Scott’s No. 785 





OREGON 
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ARMY ISSUE 

Issued May 26, 1937 



5-cent stamp—West Point, the chief of the 
Continental fortifications in the Hudson River 
Valley during the Revolution, was recon¬ 
structed in 1779 under the supervision of Lt. 
Col. Rufus Putnam of Massachusetts. (See 
No. 795) Scott's No. 789 


NAVY ISSUE 

Issued December 15, 1936 



1-cent stamp— U. S. S. Lexington, a six¬ 
teen-gun brig, was purchased as a merchant¬ 
man in 1775 and hastily converted at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard into a ship of the 
line. It was the first American war vessel 
to capture a British war vessel (the Edward) 
by a commissioned officer of the U. S. Navy. 

It was commanded by John Barry. This action took place while cruising 
off the Capes of Virginia, April 17, 1776. Scott’s No. 790 


Issued February 18, 1937 

3-cent stamp—David Porter (1780-1843), 
American naval officer, was born in Boston. 
He entered the U. S. Navv 1798: in the war 
with Tripoli (see p. 64) his ship was captured 
in 1803 and he remained a prisoner until 
1805.. He commanded the Essex in the War 
of 1812. 

The U. S. S. Hartford was launched November 22, 1858, at Charles¬ 
town Navy Yard. It was Farragut’s flagship in the battles in the lower 
Mississippi in 1862. Scott’s No. 792 
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NAVY ISSUE 

Issued March 23, 1937 



4-cent stamp — Rear Admiral William 
Thomas Sampson (1840-1902) was made 
Commandant of the Charlestown Navy 
Yard, October 1899. Scott’s No. 793 


ORDINANCE OF 1787 SESQUICENTENNIAL ISSUE 

Issued. July 13, 1937 

Issued to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the adoption of the 
Ordinance of 1787 and the creation of Northwest Territory. For the con¬ 
nection of the Territory with Massachusetts see under State Stamps, page 
13. 

Both portraits are of men who lived in Massachusetts. Manasseh 
Cutler (1742-1823) was pastor of the Congregational Church at what is 
now Hamilton, Mass., in 1771. He joined the Ohio Company in 1786 and 
in 1787 succeeded in getting a grant of land along the Ohio from Congress. 
He took part in framing the Ordinance of 1787 and in establishing the settle¬ 
ment at Marietta, Ohio. 

Rufus Putnam (1738-1824) was born in Sutton, Mass., on April 9, 
1738. He was the principal founder of the Ohio Company of Associates 
1786 and has been called “The Father of Ohio”. He superintended the 
settlement at Marietta, Ohio. See Scott’s No. 795 


CONSTITUTION SESQUICENTENNIAL ISSUE 

Issued September 17, 1937 

To commemorate the signing of 
the Constitution on September 17, 

1787. The following persons from 
Massachusetts were signers: Nathaniel 
Gorham and Rufus King, as members 
of the “Convention of 1787”. 

Scott’s No. 798 
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REGULAR (PRESIDENTIAL) ISSUE 

Issued June 3, 1938 

2-cent stamp—John Adams, second President of the 
United States, was born in Braintree (Quincy) Mass., 
October 19, 1735, the son of a small farmer. In 1774 
he was a delegate to the First Continental Congress 
and was active in its work and that of the Provincial 
Congress of Massachusetts. In the Congress of 1775, 
he urged independence and was chairman of the Board 
of War. He was one of the committee of five which drew up the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence. He served as Vice-President under Washington, 
1789-1797, and as President, 1797-1801. In retirement he became recon¬ 
ciled with Jefferson, and died on the same day with him, the fiftieth anni¬ 
versary of the Declaration, July 4, 1826. 

Scott’s No. 806. See also postal card Nos. UX15 and UX16 



Issued July 28, 1938 

6-cent stamp—John Quincy Adams (1767-1848), 
sixth President of the United States, was the eldest 
son of John Adams. He had a long political career: 
was Minister to St. Petersburg, 1809-11; Secretary of 
State under Monroe, 1817-25; President, 1825-29; 
and Representative in Congress, 1831-48. 

Scott’s No. 811 


Issued November 17, 1938 

$5.00 stamp—Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933), thir¬ 
tieth President of the United States, was a lawyer in 
Northampton from 1897 and its mayor 1910-11; was 
in Massachusetts State Senate 1912-15; lieutenant 
governor of Massachusetts 1916-18, and governor 
1919-20. Vice-president of U. S. March 4, 1921 to 
August 2, 1923, President August 3, 1923-1929. 

Scott’s No. 834 
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REGULAR (PRESIDENTIAL) ISSUE 

19-cent stamp , issued Nov. 10, 1938—Rutherford B. Hayes 
20-cent stamp, issued Nov. 10, 1938—James A. Garfield 
30-cent stamp , issued Dec. 8, 1938—Theodore Roosevelt 

and 

Guatemala, 4-centavo stamp (part of Souvenir Sheet), 
issued 1938—Franklin D. Roosevelt 

( Remote Connection ) 


President Hayes (No. 824; see also No. 563 and 
Paraguay Nos. 307 and 308.) 


President Garfield (No. 825; see also Nos. 205, 
216, 224, 256, 305, and 558). 


President Theodore Roosevelt (No. 830; see also 
Nos. 557 and 856, and Panama No. C61). 


President Franklin D. Roosevelt (Guatemala, 
No. C92; see also Brazil No. 487). 


—all received their education in Massachusetts colleges, but while the 
years thus spent were probably meaningful to them, it cannot be said that 
at the time they contributed much to the history of Massachusetts. 

Scott’s Nos. 824, 825, and 830, and Guatemala No. C92 
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CONSTITUTION RATIFICATION ISSUE 

Issued June 21, 1938 

Issued in commemoration of the 
150th anniversary of the ratification ot 
the United States Constitution. Massa¬ 
chusetts was the sixth State to ratify— 
Feb. 6, 1788. 

Scott’s No. 835 



WASHINGTON INAUGURATION ISSUE 

Issued April 30, 1939 

Issued in commemoration of the sesquicenten- 
nial of the inauguration of George Washington as 
First President of the United States. John Adams 
of Massachusetts, as Vice-President, is the stout 
chap on the right in the foreground (on Wash¬ 
ington’s left). Chancellor Robert R. Livingston 
of New York administers the oath of office. 

Scott’s No. 854 


PANAMA CANAL 

Issued August 15, 1939 
(R emote Connection ) 

In commemoration of the 25th anniver¬ 
sary of the opening of the Panama Canal. 
The right-hand portrait is that of Gen. 
George W. Goethals (1858-1928), Army 
engineer in charge of construction of the 
canal 1907-1914. As a major he was in 
charge (1900-1905) of river and harbor 
works from Block Island to Nantucket, and designed and constructed 
Narragansett Bay fortifications and those at New Bedford, Mass. See also 
Canal Zone stamps, Nos. 106, 116, and Ull. Scott’s No. 856 
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PRINTING TERCENTENARY ISSUE 

Issued September 25, 1939 

Issued in commemoration of the 300th anniver¬ 
sary of printing in Colonial America. The design 
is a cut of the Stephen Daye Press, set up in Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass., in 1639. Stephen Daye (1594-1668), 
the first printer in the English-Ameriean colonies, 
came to Massachusetts in 1638. On this press, the 
first piece of printing in the colonies was issued in 
1639, a broadside, “The Freeman’s Oath”. The Bay 
Psalm Book was also printed from it (1640). 

Scott’s No. 857 

FAMOUS AMERICANS —AUTHORS 

Issued February 5, 1940 

3-eent stamp—Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803- 
1882) was born in Boston. American poet, essayist, 
and philosopher; lived (1835-1882) at Concord. 

See also Scott’s No. 619. Scott’s No. 861 




Panama 



Issued 1934 


5-centesimo stamp—Issued in commemoration 
of the 25th anniversary of the First National 
Institute. On it in Spanish is a quotation from 
Emerson: “Solo los que construyen sobre ideas 
construyen para la eternidad” (English: “Only 
those who build on ideas build for eternity”). 

Scott’s No. 270 
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FAMOUS AMERICANS —AUTHORS 


Issued February 5, 1940 



5-cent stamp—Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888) 
was born at Germantown, Pa. Lived and wrote at 
Boston and Concord from 1834. Published “Little 
Women” in 1868. Scott’s No. 862 


FAMOUS AMERICANS —POETS 

Issued February 16, 1940 




1-cent stamp — Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
(1807-1882) was born in Portland, Me. He was 
professor of modern languages at Harvard (1836- 
1854) and a resident of Cambridge. Author of 
many poems, among the best known are “Evan¬ 
geline” (see Canada, No. 176), “Hiawatha” (see 
Minnehaha,) “Voices of the Night”, “Tales of a Way- 
U. S. Newspaper stamps Nos. PR32 and PR 125, 
side Inn”, and “The Courtship of Miles Standish”. 

Scott’s Nos. 864 and PR 125 


Issued February 16, 1940 


2-eent stamp—John Creenleal Whittier (1807- 
1892) was born near Haverhill, Mass. Known as 
the “Quaker Poet”; an ardent abolitionist. Lived at 
Amesbury, Mass., from 1840 until his death. 

Scott’s No. 865. 
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FAMOUS AMERICANS —POETS 

Issued February 20, 1940 



3-cent stamp—James Russell Lowell (1819-1891) 
was born at Cambridge, Mass. American poet, 
essayist, and diplomat; professor at Harvard 1855- 
1886, editor of “Atlantic Monthly” 1857-1861. 

Scott No. 866 


FAMOUS AMERICANS —EDUCATORS 

Issued March 14, 1940 


1-cent stamp—Horace Mann (1796-1859) was 
born in Franklin, Mass. He was first Secretary of 
the Massachusetts Board of Education (1837-1848); 
revolutionized public school organization and teach¬ 
ing. Scott’s No. 869 



Issued March 14, 1940 



2-cent stamp—Mark Hopkins (1802-1887) was 
born in Stockbridge, Mass. He was professor of 
moral philosophy and rhetoric at Williams College, 
Williamstown, Mass., 1830-1887, and president of 
the college 1836-1872; an inspiring and stimulating 
teacher, lie published many books on education 
and religion. Scott’s No. 870 
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FAMOUS AMERICANS —EDUCATORS 

Issued March 28, 1940 

3-cent stamp—Charles William Eliot (1834-1926) 
was born at Boston. He was assistant professor of 
mathematics and chemistry at Harvard 1858-1863, 
professor of chemistry at M. I. T. 1865-1869, and 
president of Harvard 1869-1909. He suggested and 
carried out reforms in higher education and revital¬ 
ized the professional schools. Author and lecturer. 

Scott’s No. 871 

FAMOUS AMERICANS —SCIENTISTS 

Issued April 17, 1940 

3-cent stamp—Luther Burbank (1849-1926) was 
born in Lancaster, Mass. American horticulturist; 
he developed many new and better varieties of 
flowers, fruits and vegetables. Scott’s No. 876 




FAMOUS AMERICANS —COMPOSERS 

Issued May 13, 1940 



5-cent stamp — Edward Alexander MacDowell 
(1861-1908) was born in New York City. He lived 
and taught in Boston 1888-1896; was composer of 
symphonic poems, piano sonatas, orchestral suites, 
songs, etc. Scott’s No. 882 
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FAMOUS AMERICANS —COMPOSERS 

Issued June 10, 1940 



10-cent stamp — Ethelbert Woodbridge Nevin 
(1862-1901) was born at Edgeworth, Pa. He 
studied piano in Boston 1881-1883 and lived there 
1886-1891. He excelled in lyrical music, composing 
seventy songs; best known for his “Narcissus” and 
“The Rosary”. Scott’s No. 883 


FAMOUS AMERICANS —ARTISTS 

Issued September 5, 1940 

1-cent stamp—Gilbert Charles Stuart (1755- 
1828) was an American painter; he had a studio 
in Boston 1805-1828. He is best known for his 
portraits of Washington. The original so-called 
Athenaeum head is now in the Boston Athenaeum; 
it is on U. S. postage stamps Nos. 29, 35, 36, 68, 

69, 115, 301, 319, 707, and 720. His Vaughan 
portrait is probably the source of the design on 
Nos. 52, 70, and 715. In addition to these portraits of Washington, others 
by Stuart appear on Nos. 34, 67, 310, 324, 561 (Jefferson); 262, 312 
(Madison); and 306, 556 (Martha Washington). 

Scott’s Nos. 29 on cover, 68, 707, and 884 
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FAMOUS AMERICANS —ARTISTS 


Issued September 5, 1940 


1 



2-cent stamp—James Abbott McNeill Whistler 
(1834-1903) was born in Lowell, Mass.; an Amer¬ 
ican painter and etcher. He lived in Springfield, 
Mass., 1840-1842 but spent much of his life abroad. 
Perhaps his most famous picture was “Portrait of My 
Mother”, first exhibited in 1872 and now in the 
Louvre. Scott’s No. 885 


I 


I 


i 


Mothers of America Issue 

Issued May 2, 1934 

) 

Issued to commemorate Mother’s Day. 

An adaptation of Whistler’s Portrait of his 
Mother. Scott’s No. 737 
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FAMOUS AMERICANS —ARTISTS 

Issued September 16. 1940 

3-cent stamp—Augustus Saint-Gaudens (1848- 
1907) was born in Dublin, Ireiand, and was brought 
to the United States in infancy. Most of his work 
was done in studios in New York and Cornish, N. H. 
Two of the most important of his works are the 
“Shaw Memorial” on Boston Common, and “Deacon 
Chapin”, better known as “The Puritan”, in Spring- 

field, Mass. 



Saint-Gaudens was the artist who made the bust 
of Lincoln, now in the Corcoran Art Galleries of 
Washington from a photograph of which the portrait 
of the Lincoln Memorial stamp of 1909 was engraved 
(Nos. 367-369). The bronze statue of the Great 
Emancipator, now at the entrance of Lincoln Park in 
Chicago, was made from the bust. 



Saint-Gaudens was also the sculptor of the statue of David Farragut, 
now in Madison Square, New York. See portrait of Admiral Farragut on 
No. 792. Scott’s Nos. 886 and 368 


Issued September 16, 1940 

5-cent stamp—Daniel Chester French (1850-1931) 
was born in Exeter, N. H. He studied in Boston and 
later had studios in Boston and Concord, 1878-1887. 
Among his best known works are “The Minute Man 
of Concord” at Concord, Mass., “John Harvard” in 
Harvard University yard, Cambridge, Mass., and the 
bronze doors of Boston Public Library. The “Minute 
is shown on No. 619 of the 1925 commemorative issue, a picture of 
the statue at the head of the “rude bridge that arched the flood” at Concord. 
It was made when French was only twenty-three. This same picture appears 
on the Defense Postal Savings Issue and the War Savings Stamp Issue. See 
Scott’s No. 619, page 6. Scott’s No. 887 



Man’ 
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FAMOUS AMERICANS—INVENTORS 

Issued October 7, 1940 



1-cent stamp—Eli Whitney (1765-1825) was 
horn in Westboro, Mass. American inventor of 
cotton gin 1793; later, he manufactured firearms, 
devising the system of manufacturing interchange¬ 
able parts in production of guns. Scott’s No. 889 


Nigeria 

Issued 1936 


4-cent stamp—This stamp pictures a cotton 
ginnery. Scott’s No. 43 



FAMOUS AMERICANS—INVENTORS 

Issued October 7, 1940 

2-cent stamp — Samuel Finley Breese Morse 
(1791-1872) was born in Charlestown, Mass.; 
American artist and inventor. He was a portrait 
painter in Boston, Charleston, S. C., and New York 
1815 to about 1837. He became interested in 
magnetic telegraph; invented Morse alphabet for 
use in telegraph instrument. Over an experimental 
line between Washington and Baltimore, Morse sent the first message, May 
24, 1844. Scott’s No. 890 
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Centenary of the Telegraph 

Issued May 24. 1944 


Issued to commemorate the 100th anni¬ 
versary of the transmission of the first 
message (“What Hath God Wrought”) by 
telegraph. Scott’s No. 923 


United States Telegraphs 

Issued 1940 

1-cent through 25-eent stamps—Un¬ 
like the frank stamps, Scott’s Nos. 16T99 
to 16T103 were sold in five denomina¬ 
tions to the public in booklet form for 
use in prepayment of telegraph services. 

These stamps picture Samuel F. B. Morse. 

Scott’s No. 16T100 


Argentine Republic 

Issued 1944 


3-centavos stamp—This stamp portrays Samuel 
1. B. Morse. Issued with a surtax for the purpose 
of the Postal Employees Benefit Association. 

Scott’s No. B2 
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Nicaragua 

Issued 1890 


1-centavo through 10-peso stamps—These stamps 
picture a locomotive and telegraph key. 

Scott's No. 21 


Mongolia 

Issued 1932 


2-mung stamp—This stamp pictures a Mon¬ 
golian Telegrapher. Scott's No. 63 


FAMOUS AMERICANS —INVENTORS 

Issued October 14, 1940 

5-cent stamp—Elias Howe (1819-1867) was born 
in Spencer, Mass. In his youth he was an appren¬ 
tice in textile machinery works and in a watchmak¬ 
ing shop. He worked on a design for a sewing 
machine from 1843 and secured patent in September 
1846. Scott's No. 892 
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At Boston in 1876 Alexander Graham Bell Sent the First 
Message by Telephone 


“Mr. Watson, come here, I want you." With these now historic words, 
Dr. Bell summoned his assistant bv telephone in this building on March 10, 
1876. Here, forty years later, on March 13, 1916, the inventor of the 
telephone and Mrs. Bell attend the unveiling of a memorial tablet com¬ 
memorating the momentous invention achieved in this building on Exeter 
Place. 


“Special Permission National Geographic Society Copy right” 


I 
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FAMOUS AMERICANS—INVENTORS 


Issued October 28, 1940 


10-cent stamp—Alexander Graham Bell (1847- 
M 1922) was born in Edinburgh; came to Boston in 

■ 1871 to train teachers of the deaf. As early as 1865 

■ pHlwffll he conceived the idea of transmitting speech by 

IIUhI electric waves; his first successful experiment was on 

B March 10, 1876. First used his invention of the 

telephone in demonstration, May 10, 1876, before 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in Boston. Later he invented 


many instruments and helped develop the airplane. 


Scott’s No. 893 


Argentine Republic 

Issued 1944 


10-centavo stamp—This stamp pictures Alex¬ 
ander Graham Bell. This issue was a semipostal 
for the purpose of raising money for the Postal Em¬ 
ployees Benefit Association. Scott’s No. B4 



RAILROAD COMMEMORATIVF ISSUE 

Issued May 10, 1944 
(R ex 10 iE Conn ectj on ) 

Issued to commemorate the 75th anni¬ 
versary of the completion of the first trans¬ 
continental railroad. The stamp depicts the 
“Golden Spike Ceremony” at Promontory 
Point, Utah, where the rails from East and 
West were joined. It is not perhaps gener¬ 
ally known that the first railroad constructed 
in America was projected by Gridley Bryant in 1825, and extended from the 
Granite Railway Quarry, Quincy, Mass., to tidewater at the Neponset River. 
It was four miles long and was used to carry the stone from the quarry to 
construct the Bunker Hill Monument. Scott’s No. 921 
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AIR POST SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS 

Issued August 30, 1934 



adopted. 


The Great Seal of the United States. On 
July 4, 1776, Congress appointed Benjamin 
Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson 
a committee to prepare a device for the 
Great Seal of the United States. The com¬ 
mittee reported various devices during sev¬ 
eral years and on June 20, 1782, a seal was 

Scott’s No. CE1 


See also the device on the Supervisors’ and Custom 
House Seals, approved by Act of March 3, 1791, and 
used July 1, 1792 to March 2, 1799. 

Scott’s Nos. RM501 to RM514 


SPECIAL DELIVERY 

Issued December 9, 1902 
( Remote Connection ) 

10-cent stamp—Albert Augustus Pope, the 
man who was indisputably the maker of the 
American cycle industry, was born at Boston. 
Massachusetts, on May 20, 1843. 

Scott’s No. E6 



i 
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OFFICIAL STAMPS—NAVY 

Issued July 1, 1873 
( Remote Connection ) 



1-cent to 90-cent stamps—Rope is a part of the 
design of these stamps. Ropemaking had its beginning 
in this country in Boston in 1641. Scott s No. 037 


NEWSPAPER STAMPS 

Issued 1865 

(and many other denominations, 1875-1899) 

(R emote Connection ) 


25-cent stamp—The first genuine 
newspaper established in the United 
States was the Boston News Letter, 
founded at Boston in 1704 by Post¬ 
master John Campbell, and continued 
until 1776. Scott’s No. PR3 
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PARCEL POST STAMPS 

Issued December 16, 1912 
(R emote Conn ectjon ) 



15-cent stamp, “Automobile Service”—The 
following inscription is to be found on a 
bronze plaque on the building where the 
Russell Machine Shop is now located on Tay¬ 
lor Street, in Springfield, Massachusetts. 


“Springfield, Birthplace of the Automobile Industry. 
America’s first gasoline buggy had its pulling test 
on April 19, 1892, at 47 Taylor Street. Springfield, 
Massachusetts, honors Charles E. Duryea, Father of 
the Automobile.” 

Scott’s No. Q7 

Compare also No. 296, the 4-cent denomination of the Pan-American 
Exposition Issue, issued May 1, 1901. 


Issued December 16, 1912 
( Remote Connection ) 

20-cent stamp—The first air mail was car¬ 
ried from Garden City Estates, New York, to 
a point six miles away from Mineola, L. I., 
on September 23, 1911, by Earl Ovington 
who was sworn in as the first official Air Mail 
Pilot. He carried America’s first official air 
mail in a Bleriot monoplane powered with an 
“Indianbuilt” airplane type motor, manufactured by Indian Motocycle 
Company, Springfield, Mass. Scott’s No. Q8 
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CARRIERS’ STAMPS 

The term “Carriers' Stamps" is applied to certain stamps of the United 
States, used to defray postage from a post office to the addressee, in the post 
office district of the addressee or vice versa. During the period when these 
were in use the ordinary postage fee defrayed the carriage of mail matter 
from post office to post office only. 

In many of the larger cities the private posts delivered mail from the 
post office to the addressee or vice versa for a fee of one or two cents, and 
adhesive stamps were employed to indicate payment. 

In 1851 the Federal Government itself undertook to deliver letters and 
so issued Carriers' stamps for local delivery service. 

As the history of the Carriers' Stamps is involved with that of the Local 
Posts, it is difficult to consider them separately. 

The power to issue stamps was vested in Congress in the period of the 
use of Carriers' Stamps (as listed), but the fact should be noted that of this 
group but two were issued as Carriers’ Stamps under an act of Congress. 
These are the “Franklin" and the “Eagle" Carriers. 

The stamps of the United States City Despatch Post were issued by the 
authority of the Postmaster General. Others of this group, such as the 
Baltimore “Horseman" and the “Eye" stamps appear to have been issued 
bv postmasters. Others were issued by letter carriers on their own responsi¬ 
bility. 

Some of the letter carriers were in receipt of fixed salaries from the 
Government while others were paid only the fees received for the delivery 
and collection of the letters carried by them. With the discontinuance of 
carrier fees for the delivery service rendered, many carriers became em¬ 
ployees of the Federal Post Office. 

Carriers’ Stamps are aften found on cover with the regular Government 
stamp issues and occasionally have the official Post Office markings applied 
to them. 

Local stamps, when cancelled, usually bear the cancellations of the 
Local Posts. 

The Act of Congress, of March 3, 1851, effective July 1, 185L made 
the local delivery rate one cent, also providing for the collecting of letters 
to the Post Office. 

From Scott's Catalogue of United States 
Stamps , Specialized (1944), page 229. 

The following official and semiofficial issues were used in Massachusetts 
between 1849-1851: 
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CARRIERS’ STAMPS 

OFFICIAL ISSUES 
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' PENNY' 

POST. 


1 PAID 


» 




Boston, Mass., issued 1849-50. 

Scott’s No. 3LB3 


POST OFFICE SEALS 

Several Post Offices used Post Office Seals bearing the name of the City 
in which the seal was used. Two cities in Massachusetts are known to have 
used such seals, namely: 


Northfield, Mass. 
Northfield, Mass. 
Ipswich, Mass. 


Scott’s No. 0X41 
Scott’s No. 0X42 
Scott’s No. 0X43 


U.S. Post Office, 

NORTHFIELD, MASS. 

OFFICIALLY SEALED. 

OPENED BY MISTAKE BY 

{ 

\ ^ ) 


0X42 


ENVELOPES 

In 1874 the Plimpton Manufacturing Company of Hartford, Conn., 
underbid Reay and others on the stamped envelope contract, in spite of the 
fact that they did not have the necessary facilities for printing and manu¬ 
facturing the envelopes. They realized that they must have assistance and 
they called on the Morgan Envelope Co. of Springfield, Mass. Printing 
presses and folding machines were sent from the Morgan plant in Spring- 
field to Hartford. Men from the two companies joined forces and they 
manufactured the Government stamped envelope and wrapper, under the 
name of The United States Stamped Envelope Works in Hartford, Conn. 

In 1895 a new corporation was formed—The Hartford Mfg Co.—to 
take over from the Plimpton Mfg. Co. and the Morgan Envelope Co., the 
stamped envelope and stamped newspaper wrapper contract with the 
United States Government. 
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There was a brief interlude in the life of the Stamped Envelope con¬ 
tract while it was being held by the Plimpton-M organ interests. 

In 1894 the contract was lost to Mr. James Purcell of Hudson, N. Y., 
who made an arrangement with the Connecticut River Paper Co. to make 
envelopes in their mill in Holyoke, Mass. But Purcell could not carry out 
the required conditions and had to call on the former contractors, the 
Plimpton-Morgan Co., to complete the contract. 

From July 1, 1907 until the present day, Government stamped envelopes 
have been made in Dayton, Ohio. 
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POSTAL CARDS 

On January 22, 1873, bids were called for Postal Cards, by advertising 
in the newspapers. Fourteen were opened and the Morgan Envelope Co. 
of Springfield, Mass., was the lowest. They received the contract on March 
28, 1873, and the first card was mailed on May 12, 1873, by a Springfield, 
Mass., Coal Dealer, named S. S. Bumstead. (See illustration) 

The Morgan Co. Held the contract until 1877, when it was lost to The 
American Phototype Co. of New York. 

Scott's No. UX2 


UNITED STATES REVENUES, FIRST ISSUE 

Issued 1862-1871 

( Remote Connection ) 

Express Revenues—The express system in this 
country dates back to 1839, when one William Fred¬ 
erick Harnden (1813-45), a conductor on the Boston 
and Worcester Railway, undertook on his own account 
the carrying of small parcels and the performance of 
small commissions. Obliged to leave the company's 
service or abandon his enterprise, he started an “express" service between 
Boston and New York, carrying parcels, executing commissions and collect¬ 
ing drafts and bills. Alvin Adams followed in 1840, also between Boston 
and New York. From 1840 to 1845 the system was adopted by many 
others between the more important towns throughout the States. 

Authorities generally agree that Harnden was the pioneer expressman 
but others are also mentioned; one source (C. Nutt, History of Worcester and 
Its People) relates how David T. Brigham in January, 1835, established a 
small express business in one seat of a passenger car on the railroad between 
Boston and Worcester. 



PHILATELIC MASSACHUSETTS 


41 


H Later, in 1852, a new phase of express service 

became prominent—The Wells, Fargo and Co., which 
became “transcontinental", extending their business 
across the undeveloped West from Missouri to Cali¬ 
fornia. Under the name of “Pony Express”, Wells, 
Fargo and Co. inaugurated pioneer routes in I860; 
they continued to do business from 1861 to 
the completion of the transcontinental rail¬ 
road (see Railroad Commemorative, page 32) 
in 1869. Thereafter, although in service for 
several years, especially for carrying news¬ 
papers, the Wells, Fargo and Co. was less 
used. But the entire story of the “Pony Ex¬ 
press"—stamps, covers, rates, and routes—is one of great philatelic interest. 

Scott's Nos. Rl, 113, and 894 

UNITED STATES REVENUES 

First Issue, 1862-1871 

( Remote Connection ) 


Insurance, now so vast an element in American 
life, began in Boston in 1728, when the Sun Fire 
Office was opened, as “an assurance office for houses 
and household goods from loss and damage by fire 
in any part of the Province." 

Scott's No. R46 




SILVER PURCHASE STAMPS 

Issued 1941 


Samuel Dexter (1761-1816) was born at Boston. 
American lawyer; member of House of Representatives 
1793-95 and Senator 1799-1800. Secretary of War 
1800 and Secretary of the Treasury 1801. His por¬ 
trait used as one of the secretaries of the Treasury 
on this revenue series. Scott's No. RG49 
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REVENUES —SILVER PURCHASE STAMPS 

Issued 1941 

(Remote Connection) 

4-cent stamp—In accordance with the Silver Pur¬ 
chase Act of 1934, any net profit realized upon a trans¬ 
fer of an interest in silver bullion was taxed 50 per 
cent. The 4-cent denomination bears a portrait of 
Albert Gallatin (1761-1849), born in Geneva, Switzer¬ 
land. He arrived in Boston as an emigrant in 1780, 
lived there during part of 1781 and taught French at Harvard College 1782- 
83. He was Secretary of the Treasury from 1802 to 1814 and became noted 
as having a genius for finance. Scott’s No. RG50 



CUSTOM FEES—NEW YORK CUSTOM HOUSE 

Issued 1887 to February 28, 1918 

These stamps were used by the 
New York Custom House to indicate 
the collection of miscellaneous customs 
fees and were in force for more than 
thirty years; they were not utilized in 
the collection of customs duties. They 
were issued in eight denominations and 
bore the portrait of Silas Wright (1795- 
1847), born in Amherst, Mass. He 
was admitted to the bar in 1819, was comptroller of New York State, 1829 
to 1833, U. S. Senator, 1833 to 1844, and governor of New York, 1844 to 
1846. Scott’s No. RL5 
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REVENUES —COTTON TAX STAMPS 


Used during Civil War and after 



A metallic 
tax stamp, 
devised to be 
affixed to 
bales of cot- 
ton; manu¬ 
factured b y 
the United 
States Metal¬ 
lic Stamp 
Company, E. 
A. Locke, 
Supt., of Bos- 
t o n, Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

(Not listed 
by Scott.) 
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EMBOSSED REVENUE STAMPED PAPER 


Embossed Revenue Stamped Paper was used by the Colonies to collect 
taxes, a method which had been used by Great Britain since 1694. Massa¬ 
chusetts was the first colony to raise revenue in this manner. 


Massachusetts Colonial Issues 


In effect May 1, 1755—April 30, 1757, impressed in the form of a seal 
on the document. There were four designs: 



Scott’s No. RM2 
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With regard to the codfish pictured on Scott’s No. RM2, the following 
is of interest: “The cod is justly a revered symbol of Massachusetts. In 
addition to the value of the fish as an article of commerce, they were used 
locally both as a common food and, after the Indian custom, as an agri¬ 
cultural fertilizer. 

“A significant result of the geological history of Massachusetts is the 
broad continental shelf extending from Long Island to the Grand Banks. 
Southward over this flows the cold Labrador current from the Arctic, through 
the Gull of St. Lawrence, around Newfoundland and along the New Eng¬ 
land coast; providing thus an extensive area of cool and shallow ocean which 
is most attractive to fish. Of all varieties the cod were the most abundant 
and the most valuable. They were taken in great numbers from the very 
earliest days, and are to this day the basis of an important industry.” 

—From the "Commonwealth History of Massachusetts”, 
edited by Albert Bushnell Hart, Vol. I. 

The States History Company, 1927. 
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For years certain Massachusetts families, especially around Boston, have 
grown wealthy from the codfisheries along the coast; hence the picturesque 
phrase in our language, the "codfish aristocracy”. It explains the model of 
the fish in the Representatives Hall of our State House and also the verses: 

“And this is good old Boston, 

The home of the bean and the cod, 

Where the Lowells talk to the Cabots, 

And the Cabots talk only to God/' 



There are no pictures of codfish on U. S. 
stamps; but beautiful engravings of them appear 
on Newfoundland Nos. 24, 46, 183, 233, etc.; 
also see Iceland No. 217. 

Newfoundland Scott’s No. 46 


EMBOSSED REVENUE STAMPED PAPER 

FIRST FEDERAL ISSUES OF THE UNITED STATES 


In effect July 1, 1798—February 28, 1801 


Design: Eagle and shield with “Ten 
Cents” and the State name. Massachu¬ 
setts stamped paper. 



Scotts No. RM113 
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SUPERVISORS’ AND CUSTOM HOUSE SEALS 


Act of March 3, 1791. In effect 
July 1, 1792-March 2, 1799 



Design: Eagle and shield, similar to 
Great Seal, with “United States of 
America” in outside circle, and State 
check letter—“M” for Massachusetts. 

Scott’s No. RM511 


Act of March 2, 1799. In effect 
from March 2, 1799 
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PRIVATE PROPRIETARY STAMPS 

The extraordinary demands of the Civil War upon the Federal Treasury 
resulted in Congress devising and passing the Revenue Act of 1862. The 
Government provided revenue stamps to be affixed to boxes or packages of 
matches, and to proprietary medicines, perfumery, playing cards—as well as 
to documents, et cetera. 

But manufacturers were permitted, at their expense, to have dies en¬ 
graved and plates made for their exclusive use. Many were only too willing 
to do this because a discount or premium of from 5% to 10% was allowed 
on orders from the dies which often made it possible for them to undersell 
their competitors and too, the considerable advertising value of the stamps 
could not be overlooked. These are now known as private proprietary 
stamps. 

The face value of the stamp used on matches was determined by the 
number, i.e., lc for each 100 matches or fraction thereof. Medicines and 
perfumery were taxed at the rate of lc for each 25 cents of the retail price 
or fraction thereof up to $1 and 2c for each 50 cents or fraction above that 
amount. Playing cards were first taxed at the same rate but subsequently 
the tax was 5c for a deck of 52 cards and 10c for a greater number of cards 
or double decks. 

The stamp tax was repealed on March 3rd, 1883. 

—From Scott's Catalogue of United States 
Stamps Specialized (1944), page 323 


Issued 1862 to 1883 

The Historical Reference List of the Revenue Stamps of the United 
States, known as the Boston Revenue Book, compiled by a committee of 
the Boston Philatelic Society in 1899, indicates the following had places of 
business in Massachusetts: 
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Match Stamps and Wrappers 


Company 

Byam, Carlton & Co. 

G. Farr & Co. 

D. F. Hutchinson Jr. 
\V. S. Kyle 

Leeds, Robinson & Co. 


Location 
Boston, Mass. 
Boston, Mass. 
Somerville, Mass. 
Boston, Mass. 
Boston. Mass. 


Scott's 

Catalogue No. 
R048—R056 
R084 
ROH4 
R0122 
R0124 


(This stamp bears the name also of Raynham Match Co., Raynham, Mass.) 
A. Messinger Boston, Mass. R0133 

(Successor to W. S. Kyle) 

Reed & Thompson Boston, Mass. R0153 

E. T. Russell Ashburnham, Mass. R0163 

The Universal Safety Match Boston, Mass. RO180 

Company 


Medicine Stamps 


|. C. Ayer & Co. 

John 1. Brown & Son 
Joseph Burnett & Co. 
Curtis & Brown 
A. H. Flanders, M.D. 
Seth W. Fowle & Son 
Dr. Kennedy 
Alvah Littlefield 
Redding’s Russia Salve 

(Stamp ordered by 

H. R. Stevens 
G. W. Swett 
Weeks & Potter 


Lowell, Mass. 

Boston, Mass. 

Boston, Mass. 

New York and Boston 
Boston, Mass. 

Boston, Mass. 

Roxbury, Mass. 

Boston, Mass. 


RS2-RS13 

RS39-RS41 

RS46 

RS69-RS72 

RS86-RS87 

RS91 

RS155—RS156 
RSI 64—RSI 65 
RS198 


and registered in name of 
Cambridge, Mass.) 
Boston, Mass. 

Boston, Mass. 

Boston, Mass. 


W. A. Munroe, 


RS228—RS230 
RS236—RS238 
RS259—RS262 


E. W. Hoyt & Co. 


Perfumery Stamps 

Lowell, Mass. 


RT6-RT11 
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PRIVATE MATCH STAMPS 



R053 




RG84 


ROH4 


R0122 


R0124 



R0133 


R0153 


R0163 


RO]80 
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PRIVATE MEDICINE STAMPS 



RS4 




RS9 


RS155 RS229 



RS87 


RS39 



RS164 


RS91 


RS198 


RS261 
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PRIVATE MEDICINE STAMPS 


RS237 


RS46 





RS70 



RS69 RS71 


PRIVATE PERFUMERY STAMPS 



RTll 
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ENCASED POSTAGE STAMPS 

Used during the Civil War 

During the Civil War there was a great scarcity of small change; many 
firms put out small brass or copper tokens, bearing the name of the firm, 
and these were accepted generally as small change money. Some business 
houses issued small metal frames enclosing mint postage stamps of various 
denominations to be used for the same purpose. These concerns used them 
as advertising mediums by placing their names on the back of the frames in 
embossed letters. These encased postage stamps were patented by J. Gault 
in 1862. 

The following Massachusetts firms used encased postage stamps: J. C. 
Ayer & Company (4) (Ayer’s Cathartic Pills, Take Ayers Pills, and (2) 
Ayer’s Sarsaparilla) and Joseph L. Bates Company. 


Large 

“AYER’S” 


Front of 
Encased Stamps 
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LOCAL STAMPS 

There were a number of Independent Mail Routes in Massachusetts, 
about the time the first United States stamps appeared and before the 
government insisted upon its legal right to carry the mail. 

The stamps used by these private posts are called Local Stamps in 
Scott’s Catalogue, and the companies serving Massachusetts are shown as 


follows: 

5L1 to 5L3 

1844 —American Letter Mail Co. 

Boston, Philadelphia and Way Points. 

7L1 to 7L3 

1845-47 —Barnard’s City Letter Express. 

Boston, Mass. 

13L1 to 13L4 

1848-51 -Bigelow’s Express. 

Boston, Mass. 

37 LI 

1846-50 —Cheever and Towle. 

Boston, Mass. 

67L1 to 67L4 

1851-54 —Fiske & Rice. 

Main route of Fiske & Rice was from 

75L1 to 75L5 

Boston to Burlington, Vermont, and to 
Montreal, as well as to Albany. 

1844 —Hale & Co. 

80L1 to 80L3 

Mail to points in New England, New 
York State, Philadelphia and Baltimore. 
(Stamp shows Boston address.) 

1844 —Hartford, Conn., Mail Route. 

Hartford to New York, Boston etc. 

81L1 

1849 -Hill’s Post. 

Boston, Mass. 

84L1 to 84L4 

1849-54 —Hopedale Penny Post. 

Milford, Mass. 

113L1 to 113L2 

1844 —Overton & Co. 

Carried mail principally between New 
York and Boston. 


(These stamps were lithographed by G. Hayward & Co. of Boston) 
122L1 1861 —Prince s Letter Dispatch. 

Portland, Maine. Messenger carried mail 
nightly by steamer to Boston. 

(This stamp was engraved bv Lowell of Lowell & Brett, Boston) 


149L1 

1844 —W. Wyman. 

Boston, Mass. 
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5L2 
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LOCAL HANDSTAMPED COVERS 

Many private companies carrying local mail, used handstamps instead 
of adhesives. 

Massachusetts companies shown in Scott's 1944 Catalogue of United 


States Stamps, Specialized, are as 

follows: 


Barker's City Post 

Boston, Mass. 

1856-57 

Bates & Co. 

New Bedford, Mass. 

1845 

Gay, Kinsley & Co. 

Boston, Mass. 

— — 

Lib bey & Co.’s City Post 

Boston, Mass. 

1852 

Towle's City Post 

Boston, Mass. 

1S49 

Towle's City Dispatch Post 

Boston, Mass. 

1849 

Towle and Co. Letter Deliver)’ 

Boston, Mass. 

1S51 


TELEGRAPH STAMPS 

These stamps were issued by the individual companies for use on 
their own telegrams, and can generally be divided into three classes: Free 
franking privileges issued to various railroad, newspaper and express com¬ 
pany officials, etc., whose companies were large users of the lines; those 
issued at part cost to the lesser officials of the same type companies; and 
those bearing values which were usually sold to the general public. Some 
of the companies on occasion granted the franking privilege to stockholders 
and minor State (not Federal) officials. Most telegraph stamps were issued 
in booklet form and will be found with one or more straight edges. 

From Scott's Catalogue of United States 
Stamps, Specialized. (1944), page 423 


AMERICAN RAPID TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

Issued 1881 



American Rapid Telegraph Company was organ¬ 
ized Feb. 21, 1879, in New York State. Its wires 
extended as far north as Boston, Mass., and west to 
Cleveland, Ohio. Scott’s Nos. 1T1 through 1T16. 

Scott's No. 1T12 
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ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


Issued 1888 


Cyrus West Field (1819-1892) born in Stock- 
bridge, Mass., was engaged in business in New 
York till 1853. He conceived the idea of a sub¬ 
marine telegraph across the Atlantic, and in 1884 
formed the Atlantic Telegraph Company. Several 
unsuccessful attempts were made in 1857-58; 
finally with the Great Eastern in 1865 and 1866 
the laying of the cable was completelv successful. 
Scott’s Nos. 2T1 through 2T4. Scott’s No. 2T1 



BALTIMORE AND OHIO — CONNECTICUT RIVER 
TELEGRAPH COMPANIES 


Issued 1887 

In 1887 the Connecticut River Telegraph Company had extended its 
lines to New Boston, Mass., and new books of stamps (black on blue) were 
issued for use on this extension. Remainders were cancelled with bars and 
sold to a New York dealer. Scott’s Nos. 4T1 through 4T4. 



Scott’s No. 4T4 
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WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

Issue oj 1940 

Unlike the frank stamps mentioned above, Scott’s Nos. 16T99 through 
16T103 were sold to the public in booklet form for use in prepayment of 
telegraph services. An illustration of this stamp will be found on page 29. 


SANITARY FAIR STAMPS 

The United States Sanitary Commission, organized in 1861, served the 
troops in the Civil War, as the Red Cross and U. S. O. serve our boys in 
World War II. Funds were raised by holding fairs, and two fairs in 
Massachusetts are known to have used stamps in the Sanitarv Fair post 
office. These stamps were not valid for use in the U. S. Post Office service. 

National Sailors’ Fair Boston, Mass 

Dec. 14 to 21, 1863 Scott’s No. WVB1 


Soldiers’ Fair Springfield, Mass. 

Dec. 19 to 24, 1864 


The Springfield stamp was designed by Thomas Chubbuck, well- 
known engraver of the Postmaster Stamp of Brattleboro, Vt. (1846—See 
5X1). Scott’s No. WVH1 
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PUERTO RICO — REVENUES, RECTIFIED SPIRITS 



Issued 1934 


1-cent stamp—Portrait of George Sewall 
Boutwell (1818-1905), born in Brookline, Mass. 
Representative from Massachusetts 1863-69, 
Secretary of the Treasury under Grant 1869-73, 
and Senator from Massachusetts 1873-77. 

Puerto Rico, Scott’s No. RE2 


CANAL ZONE, REGULAR ISSUE 

Issued 1932 


10-cent stamp - Major General Harry Foote 
Hodges (1860-1929), was born at Boston, Feb. 25, 
1860. Educated at Boston Latin School and the 
Arnes Academy. Engineer on the Panama Canal 
1907 to 1915. Scott’s No. 108 



PHILIPPINES 

Issued 1934 



16-cent stamp—Issued in commemoration of 
the Tenth Far Eastern Championship Games. 

Scott’s No. 382 


The game of basketball was invented in 1891 by James Naismith, at 
that time an instructor in the Y.M.C.A. College at Springfield, Mass., and 
had its inception as a part of the research work of that institution. 
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Panama 


Issued 1938 



1-cent stamp—Issued in commemoration of the 
fourth Central American Caribbean Olympic Games. 

Scott’s No. C43 


Lithuania 


THIRD BASKETBALL COMPETITION ISSUE 


Issued 1939 


Scott’s Nos. B52, B54, and B53 



Ecuador 

Issued 1939 


r 0-ce.:t stamp—Issued in commemoration of 
tie first Bolivarian Olympics of 1938. 

Scott’s No. 379 
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BERMUDA 

Issued 1938 

(Remote Connection) 



3-pence stamp—The oldest lighthouse in the 
United States is the Boston light on Little Brewster 
Island on the south side of the main entrance to 
Boston Harbor, Massachusetts. It was erected in 
1716, the present structure dating from 1859. 

Scott’s No. 121 


CANADA —QUEBEC TERCENTENARY ISSUE 

Issued 1908 

1-cent stamp—Portrait of Samuel de 
Champlain (1537-1635). This famous ex¬ 
plorer landed in the fall of 1606 at what is 
now Stage Harbor, Chatham, Massachusetts, 
to mend his ship’s rudder. The anchorage 
was so good that the ship’s company was 
reluctant to leave. They built baking ovens 
on the shore and made bread. The Indians resented the prolonged visit and 
attacked the French party. This place Champlain named Port Fortune 
because of the disastrous experience. 

—Adapted from “Cape Cod”, by H. C. Kittredge 

Scott's No. 97 

CANADA —REGULAR ISSUE 

Issued 1928-29 

50-cent stamp—Picture of the schooner 
Bluenose from Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. 
The type is the full-rigged Gloucester 
schooner, known as the “Gloucester fhher- 
man”. In the International Fishermen’s 
Races off Boston in October 1938, the 
Bluenose won three out of five starts, de¬ 
feating die American schooner, Gertrude Thebaud. See also Huguenot - 
Walloon Tercentenary Issue, page 5. Scott’s No. 158 
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CANADA —UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS 
COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE 

Issued 1934 

(R emote Connection ) 

10-cent stamp—Picture of Group from 
Loyalists Monument at Hamilton, Ontario. 
There were thousands of Loyalists or Tories 
in the Colonies before and during the 
Revolutionary War. Many left with their 
families for Nova Scotia, Quebec, and the 
region around Niagara; many also removed 
to the West Indies and other British Colonies. There were not so many in 
New England and Virginia as in some of the other Colonies, as New York, 
Pennsylvania, and the Carolinas, but by the end of the War practically all 
Massachusetts Loyalists had left the State to live elsewhere. Scott’s No. 209 



JAMAICA 

Issued 1938 

(R exiote Connection ) 

3-pence stamp—“Captain Lorenzo D. 

Baker, of Wellfleet, Cape Cod, set sail from 
Provincetown on March 21, 1871, in the 
Telegraph, for Port Antonio, Jamaica, and 
on arrival there loaded a full cargo of 
coconuts and bananas, which he brought 
to Boston and landed in good condition. 

It is claimed that these were the first bananas ever brought in quantity to 
this port. From The Banana, Its History, Cultivation and Place Among 
Staple Foods”, by Philip Keep Reynolds. Houghton Mifflin Company, 1927. 
See also Costa Rica No. 119, Dominican Republic No. 389, Honduras No. 
Cl31, and Mexico No. C128. Scott’s No. 121 
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TRIPOLITANIA 


Issued 1927 
( Remote Connection ) 


25-centesimi stamp—This stamp por¬ 
trays a view of the port of Tripoli. 

The U. S. S. Constitution built at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard and commissioned 
in 1779, played a very important part in 
subduing the Barbary pirates. At the 
bombarding of Tripoli in 1804, the Con¬ 
stitution, flagship of Commodore Preble, ran in alone to within musket 
shot of the shore batteries and delivered broadside after broadside, silencing 
two batteries and creating havoc in the castle and city. Although under 
heavy enemy fire and with her rigging cut up, her hull was undamaged, due 
to the unusual hardness and weight of its timbers, from which she came to 
be known as “Old Ironsides”. (See 3-cent stamp, page 16.) Scott’s No. B14 



TURKEY 


Issued 1935 
(Remote Connection) 


2 1 /2-kurus stamp—The oldest known typewriter 
in existence in the United States, to which an 
American patent was granted in 1843, is the Thur- 
bur machine. Charles Thurbur of Worcester, 
Mass., invented tins machine. In it the letter 
spacing was effected by a longitudinal movement 
of a cylinder or platen, which is a feature of all 
present-day standard writing machines. 

Scott’s No. B57 
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PHILATELIC POSTMARK CANCELLATIONS 

The first philatelic postmark cancellation in the United States was used 
at Springfield, Massachusetts, on the occasion of the American Philatelic 
Society Convention, August 14-17, 1922. It was in use from August 1 to 
17 to advertise the convention. 



AMERICAN 


PHILATELIC SOCIETY 


• CONVENTION 


AUG. 14-17. 1922. 



Other philatelic cancellations used in Massachusetts are: 

Boston: Philatelic Exhibition—Boston Public Library—March 19-24, 
1923. 

Boston: Boston, Mass. (Philatelic Exhibition Station)— August 11-16, 
1930. 

Springfield: Springfield, Mass.-American Air Mail Society Convention 
Station—July 1-2, 1937. 
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MASSACHUSETTS TOWNS 

Mentioned in this Handbook 


ADAMS 

AMESBURY 

AMHERST 

ASHBURNHAM 

BOSTON 

BRAINTREE 

BROOKLINE 

CAMBRIDGE 

CHARLESTOWN 

CHATHAM 

CONCORD 

FRANKLIN 

GLOUCESTER 

HAMILTON 

HAVERHILL 

HOLYOKE 

HOPEDALE 

IPSWICH 

LANCASTER 

LEE 

LEXINGTON 

LOWELL 

MILFORD 

MILLBURY 


MILTON 

MONTAGUE 

MYSTIC 

NATICK 

NEW BEDFORD 

NORTHAMPTON 

NORTH FIELD 

NORTH OXFORD 

PLYMOUTH 

PROVINCETOWN 

QUINCY 

ROXBURY 

SALEM 

SOMERVILLE 

SOUTH HADLEY 

SPENCER 

SPRINGFIELD 

STOCKBRIDGE 

SUTTON 

WELLFLEET 

WESTBORO 

WILLIAMST OWN 

WORCESTER 
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